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Objectives 
Primary objective is to stablish a learning methodology for improving animal welfare through 
proper cattle handling at the time of trimming. The objective of this poster is to evaluate the 
perception and impact of Low Stress Cattle Handling training on the daily work of the Spanish 
hoof trimmers.  
 
Materials and methods 
With the objective of improving animal welfare, in 2020 we started a training plan focused in 
low stress cattle handling. Due COVID situation we combined on-line trainings with face-to-face 
meetings. We worked at 3 levels. 
 
First level was the Spanish and Portuguese Hoof Trimmer Association (APPB). Under the APPB 
umbrella, different actions were driven. These training sessions started with an online training 
session (A. Gonzalez, November 2020) and continued by an on-farm training (Summer 
Trimming School, September 2021). In order to promote low stress cattle handling among APPB 
members, a virtual contest to select the best cattle handler was organized. Members sent videos 
and best one was selected by all the members. This competition has been organized for two 
consecutive years (2021 and 2022).  
 
Secondly, at a company level, once a month ANKA organized breakfast meetings with the 
objective of present cases studies and share experiences. During 2021 main topic of these 
meetings was low stress cattle handling.  
 
Third level was farm level. This level combined farm workers training and direct intervention on 
the trimming day. From the breakfast meetings described above, we selected some farms where 
room to improve was detected by trimmers. After discussing and agreed with farm manager an 
ANKA veterinarian went to the farm with the objective of training the staff and make a direct 
intervention on the day of trimming. In addition, some farmers testimonials were recorded and 
sent by WhatsApp.  
 
Early 2022 a survey was sent to all the APPB members (78 members). A soft copy of the 
questionnaire was sent using WhatsApp diffusion list and email list of the association. 11 
questions were selected to collect their perception and evaluate the impact of this kind of training 
on their daily work. All questions were evaluated from 1 to 5, being 1 no impact and 5 maximal 
impact.  
Same questionnaire was sent to the farms where intervention was done. At the time of presenting 
this abstract, farmer opinions are still being collected.  
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Results 
72% of members of the association answered the survey. They consider that the use of low stress 
cattle handling before training was moderate (3.06 out of 5). About the importance of low stress 
cattle training most of them consider very important (4.89 out of 5). Regarding the impact of this 
training on his daily work the impact was high (3.96 out of 5). On their opinion the most 
important impact after using low stress cattle management techniques has been cattle welfare, 
milk production and trimmer welfare (the 3 most ranked items on the questionnaire).  
 
Conclusions 
Low stress cattle handling is perceived by Spanish hoof trimmers as an important issue and 
something worth investing in. Combination of online training, on-farm training and game 
playing (contest) looks like a good way of promoting low stress cattle handling among trimmers. 
Further research is required to evaluate the real impact of low stress cattle handling during 
trimming.  
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